
The 96th Congregation

It is our privilege to present for the award of a Doctor of Laws, 
honoris causa, a man who has given a lifetime to the service of 
Hong Kong through his energetic, committed and dependable 
leadership in business, education, and public affairs: the 
Honourable Tommy Cheung Yu-yan.

Today, Tommy Cheung Yu-yan is a non-official member of 
the Executive Council of the Government of the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region and a central figure in the 
city’s hospitality industry. He was also a senior figure in the 
Legislative Council of the HKSAR and a longstanding member 
of the Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK) Council: all 
in all, Mr Cheung has devoted his life and work to the stability 
and prosperity of the city in which he was born.

Mr Cheung was born in 1949, as Hong Kong was recovering 
from war and rapidly transforming into a manufacturing and 
trading centre. Growing up in a time when enterprise and 
perseverance were survival tools, Mr Cheung inherited from 
his family and community a love of hard work, pragmatism, 
and responsibility. His development was influenced by the 
city’s cosmopolitan character: multicultural, outward looking, 
and grounded in the belief that diligence and resilience lead to 
opportunity.

Following education at the Diocesan Boys’ School, Mr Cheung 
pursued his university studies in the United States, with a 
BSc and MSc in Business Administration at Pepperdine 
University in Malibu, California. He absorbed new ideas and 
encountered diverse cultures, broadening his perspective and 
empowering himself to bridge traditions with innovation for 
social advancement, as reflected in the wealth of skills that 
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has shaped his many leadership roles in Hong 
Kong. Originally planning to enter the business 
world in the United States, he instead returned 
to his home after his studies and became 
part of the family business in catering: the 
Ocean Palace in Tsim Sha Tsui. He became 
an outstanding representative of the trade 
that matters greatly to Hong Kong people’s 
livelihoods and to the city’s reputation as a 
food paradise.

Mr Cheung established himself as a central 
figure among Hong Kong’s restaurateurs, 
eventually serving as Chairman of the Hong 
Kong Catering Industry Association. His 
leadership in the catering industry has proven 
particularly vital during times of crisis. When 
the city battled economic downturns, health 
concerns, and shifting market demand, Mr 
Cheung was a clear voice advocating for fair 
policies and groundbreaking innovations to 
meet the challenges faced by the industry. His 
work helped protect both jobs and the city’s 
cultural heritage.

Mr Cheung’s standing in the catering sector led 
to his election to the LegCo, representing the 
Catering functional constituency. For more than 
25 years he held this seat, becoming one of 
the longest serving legislators in the city’s post 
handover period. In this capacity, he has been 
a vocal representative of his industry, while 

also engaging in debates on broader policies 
affecting Hong Kong society. In particular, Mr 
Cheung has emphasised the core significance 
of the city’s strong business environment, 
articulating its formative role in all sectors.

His contributions in LegCo may be understood 
in terms of advocacy for catering industry; 
public health and consumer safety; and 
broader legislative work. Mr Cheung has 
been a bridge between government and 
industry, safeguarding the economic viability 
of thousands of establishments that provide 
employment and culture to Hong Kong’s 
people. At challenging moments, such as the 
outbreak of SARS and later the COVID-19 
pandemic, Mr Cheung took on crucial roles 
as “Emergency Rescuer” and “Strategic 
Advocate”, urging the government to put 
protections in place but also to ensure that 
the burden on restaurants was not too great. 
His reputation as a balanced and pragmatic 
legislator was reinforced during these times 
when the city most required a steady hand.

Beyond his own industry, Mr Cheung has 
been a dedicated leader of the Liberal Party, 
and served across many domains, from the 
Independent Commission Against Corruption 
to the Basic Law Consultative Committee, from 
education to housing, showing his concern 
for the community as a whole. Whether 
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discussing importing overseas-trained doctors, 
youth employment schemes, social welfare 
provisions, or the green methanol industry, he 
has pursued policies that balance economic 
growth with public interest. His contributions 
show his deep understanding of the 
interdependence of all sectors within society.

Closer to home, Mr Cheung’s service as a 
Council member at CUHK from 2008 until 
last year deserves special recognition. The 
University Council, as the institution’s governing 
body, has responsibility for academic 
standards, financial management, and strategy. 
Accordingly, membership of the Council 
demands not only administrative skill but 
also a deep commitment to academic ideals. 
During his time on the Council, Mr Cheung 
consistently advocated for the strengthening 
of ties with different sectors in society. 
Understanding that the city’s future depends 
on harnessing talent for entrepreneurship, 
commerce, and innovation, he has encouraged 
CUHK to cultivate graduates who are resilient, 
imaginative, and ethical, with a sense of 
purpose and civic responsibility. 

Pursuing the best framework to produce 
the best CUHK graduates, Mr Cheung has 
worked tirelessly to upgrade the institution’s 
governance to align it with its role as a 21st-
century university that serves the city and the 

nation, increasing its societal accountability 
through greater external representation. Mr 
Cheung has advocated reform of the Medical 
Council of Hong Kong in a comparable way, 
proposing an increased lay representation. He 
believes that the key to governance is open 
governance, with external representation an 
essential part of making institutions work 
effectively for the whole of society. 

The significance of Mr Cheung’s career lies in 
the coherence of his different commitments. 
He has championed his industry; been a 
dynamic participant in public discourse 
through LegCo; and a thoughtful and pragmatic 
counsellor to the University. These have 
been his official roles, but behind them is a 
profound concern for the city itself: its stability, 
prosperity, and cohesion.

Hong Kong’s position as an international 
city depends in many ways on its small 
and medium enterprises. By protecting 
employment in the catering sector and by 
urging policies that combine competitiveness 
and regulation, Mr Cheung has safeguarded 
many livelihoods. His leadership results not 
only in success for restaurateurs, but also in 
economic security for ordinary workers. The 
waiter, the chef, the fresh produce supplier: all 
of them, the unseen and unsung heroes of this 
food paradise, have had their voices heard and 
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their interests represented.

Mr Cheung has also shown the value of open 
engagement with society. His reputation as 
approachable and direct, accessible to both 
entrepreneurs and ordinary citizens, shows 
his understanding of politics as everyday 
engagement. Whatever the forum, he has 
shown the importance of being accessible – 
being present in a strong sense.

It is also the case that the city has faced 
challenges of many forms, most obviously in 
public health and the economy. In the face 
of these challenges, Mr Cheung has shown 
calm pragmatism. Particularly in health crises 
affecting everyone, his emphasis on workable 
and humane solutions has been a model, 
reminding us that troubles can be overcome 
through clear purpose and collective resolve.

Honoris causa degrees are given to those who 
have held important positions, it is true, but 
specifically to those whose personal qualities 
have given the positions dignity. Mr Cheung’s 
personal qualities – pragmatism, loyalty, 
tenacity and vision – have coloured the many 
roles he has performed. His contributions have 
been recognised through the highest honours, 
including appointment as Justice of the Peace, 
and the award of the Gold Bauhinia Star in 
2015 and the Grand Bauhinia Medal in 2022 

by the HKSAR Government. These awards 
signal the esteem in which he is held as public 
servant and civic leader. 

As he continues his work, Mr Cheung inspires 
younger generations to view leadership in 
terms of service and responsibility to the 
community. His journey from student in Hong 
Kong and the United States, to restaurateur, to 
industry advocate, to legislator, and to university 
council member, is a journey of unending 
contribution to the different communities with 
which he has been associated. 

In recognition of his ongoing dedication 
to public service at the highest levels, 
his exemplary leadership in industry, his 
representation of Hong Kong people in 
the Executive Council and the Legislative 
Council, his service as a Council member 
of this University, and his contribution to the 
prosperity, culture, and stability of the city, 
I present to you, Mr Chairman, Mr Tommy 
Cheung Yu-yan for the award of the honorary 
degree of Doctor of Laws.

The citation is written by Professor David 
Huddart, Chair of the Department of English
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Hong Kong has long been hailed as the “Hollywood of the 
East”, boasting countless memorable films that owe their 
success to exceptional talents both in front of and behind 
the scenes. Among them, Dr Michael Hui Koon-man is a true 
luminary.

Dr Hui’s family originated from Panyu, Guangdong, and 
he moved to Hong Kong as a child. He later attended The 
Chinese University of Hong Kong, where he pursued a major 
in sociology. His university life was vibrant and multifaceted – 
besides organising various campus activities, he was elected 
president of the United College Student Union. He also 
represented the College in an intercollegiate English debate 
competition, leading his team to secure the championship. 
Those familiar with his performances in The Hui Brothers 
Show on TV would recognise his signature catchphrases 
like, “Who are you to disagree?” followed by “Why should I 
agree?” – his eloquence and quick wit, as it turns out, had 
already begun to blossom during his university years. In the 
area of performing arts, he made guest appearances in two 
plays staged by the College drama club, thereby discovering 
his innate talent for acting. Drawing on his own experiences, 
he consistently encourages university students to follow their 
interests and explore different fields.

Dr Hui’s signature comedic style, known for its witty humour, 
is deeply rooted in his keen observation of and profound 
empathy for everyday life of ordinary people. A master 
of deadpan comedy, he skilfully transforms the sense of 
helplessness felt by ordinary people and the wisdom they 
use to navigate daily life into scripts that elicit wry smiles from 
his audience. Whether portraying the shrewd and calculating 
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private detective in The Private Eyes, or the 
overly anxious security chief in Security 
Unlimited, Dr Hui has an unparalleled ability 
to capture the absurdities and hardships of 
ordinary folk. The exaggerated yet authentic 
performances by Dr Hui often reveal how the 
city’s working class survives through street 
smarts and finding joy amidst adversity. His 
comedy never descends into vulgarity; instead, 
it artfully blends social issues with humorous 
anecdotes through his scripts and direction, 
leaving the entire audience guffawing while 
prompting them to reflect on reality. In an 
exclusive interview, Dr Hui once remarked, 
“Decades have passed, and the only thing that 
brings me happiness is laughter and humour. 
That’s why I’ve devoted my life to comedy.” This 
philosophy underpins his lifelong commitment 
to using wit and humour to alleviate 
helplessness, and laughter to face adversity. 
This approach has established a unique 
“Hui-style comedy”, cementing his lasting 
impact on the industry. He once encouraged 
Hongkongers to “cry with a smile” during tough 
times. This very notion of “laughing through 
tears” lies at the heart of his comedic aesthetic: 
finding warmth in absurdity and maintaining 
broad-mindedness amid hardship. Dr Hui’s 
works are not only reflections of their eras but 
also spiritual nourishment for generations, 
helping people to comprehend the profound 
gravity of life through laughter, and to behold 

the indomitable resilience of the human spirit 
through the lens of satire.

Dr Michael Hui is widely recognised as a 
master of comedy in Chinese-language films, 
with an illustrious career marked by numerous 
accolades. In 1982, he won the Hong Kong 
Film Award for Best Actor for starring in 
his self-directed film Security Unlimited, 
establishing his status in the film industry. In 
2022, the Hong Kong Film Awards honoured 
Dr Hui with the Lifetime Achievement Award, 
recognising his profound impact on the Hong 
Kong film industry. Dr Hui’s critical acclaim 
in the entertainment industry spans over 
half a century. In 2023, his portrayal of ICAC 
Commissioner George Lee in Where the 
Wind Blows earned him the Hong Kong Film 
Award for Best Supporting Actor, making 
him a rare legend whose acting prowess has 
been celebrated across decades. Dr Hui has 
also received numerous prestigious honours, 
including the Golden Mulberry Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the Udine Far East 
Film Festival in Italy (2011), the Outstanding 
Contribution to Arts Award from the Hong 
Kong Arts Development Council (2021), and 
the World Outstanding Chinese Award (2017), 
all testaments to his enduring legacy.

The Analects of Confucius said, “To be fond 
of something is better than merely to know 
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it, and to find joy in it is better than merely to 
be fond of it.” Dr Hui embodies this highest 
principle, finding immense joy in his artistic 
pursuits. Beyond his on-screen works, his off-
screen contributions are equally significant. He 
personally undertook the roles of screenwriter, 
director, and lead actor in his early films, 
forging a distinctive comedic style that defined 
the era. His works are deeply rooted in the lives 
of everyday Hongkongers, drawing inspiration 
from personal experiences and social 
observations. The screenplays of his films, 
such as Games Gamblers Play, The Private 
Eyes, and The Contract, were all written by him 
and vividly capture the pulse of the times. His 
films broke box office records and consistently 
topped Hong Kong’s cinematic charts, 
ushering in a golden era of local comedy in the 
1980s and 1990s. In television, Dr Hui helped 
produce TVB’s flagship variety show Enjoy 
Yourself Tonight and created the comedy 
programme The Hui Brothers Show, solidifying 
his status in the entertainment world. He 
also played a role in organising the first Miss 
Hong Kong Pageant and helped create the 
station’s first sitcom, 73, demonstrating his 
pioneering role in behind-the-scenes creativity 
and production. In present-day Hong Kong, 
creativity has become the heartbeat of society, 
and Dr Hui’s boundless creativity in show 
business since the 1970s has positioned him at 
the forefront of the times.

Dr Hui is also a leader and guardian of Hong 
Kong’s performing arts community, actively 
championing the rights and upholding the 
dignity of his peers. In 1993, he was elected 
founding president of the Hong Kong 
Performing Artistes Guild, developed it into 
a vital platform for industry dialogue, and 
was later re-elected to a second term. Since 
1997, he has served as the Guild’s Permanent 
Honorary President, continuing his efforts to 
unite and empower the film industry. He has 
also held roles as Vice-President of the Hong 
Kong Film Directors’ Guild, Honorary Advisor to 
the Hong Kong Screenwriters’ Guild, and Vice-
President of the Hong Kong Motion Picture 
Industry Association, actively promoting the 
development of the industry from multiple 
roles. In 1995, Dr Hui was appointed to the 
Hong Kong Arts Development Council, where 
he helped shape local cultural policy and 
elevate the status of the arts community. In 
2004, he was appointed a Justice of the Peace 
in recognition of his contributions to society. 
Onscreen and off, from frontline creative 
production to shaping cultural policy, Dr Hui 
has proven that his dedication to Hong Kong’s 
entertainment industry transcends acting, 
establishing him as a cornerstone of the entire 
field.

Portraying “Brother Man” in The Last Dance, Dr 
Hui delivered the memorable line, “Life is like a 
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journey. What matters isn’t how far you travel 
with your fellow passengers, but the scenery 
you’ve enjoyed together along the way.” Over 
his six-decade cinematic journey, Dr Hui has 
cultivated for the people of Hong Kong a forest 
of laughter that never withers. His comedy 
train has long since etched its most beautiful 
scenes into the heart of our city, becoming part 
of Hongkongers’ collective memory.

In recognition of his outstanding contributions 
to Hong Kong society and the film industry, 
I present to the Chairman Dr Michael Hui 
Koon-man, for the degree of Doctor of Social 
Science, honoris causa. 
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This year marks the 29th anniversary of Hong Kong’s return 
to the motherland. Over the years, Professor Lau Siu-kai has 
remained a steadfast and authoritative figure in the discourse 
surrounding the political systems and social development of 
both the Chinese Mainland and Hong Kong. His analyses are 
widely acclaimed for their depth and insight. The web portal of 
Phoenix New Media aptly describes his commentary as “bold 
in style, balanced in perspective, and unique in its analysis.”

With familial roots in Dongguan, Guangdong, Professor Lau 
was raised in Hong Kong. He commenced his undergraduate 
studies with a focus on sociology and economics, later earning 
his PhD from the University of Minnesota in the United States. 
Professor Lau has strong bonds with The Chinese University 
of Hong Kong. Upon returning to Hong Kong, he joined the 
Department of Sociology at CUHK and was promoted to Chair 
Professor in 1990. He also held concurrent key leadership 
roles as Associate Director of the Hong Kong Institute of 
Asia-Pacific Studies (1990-2002) and Chairperson of the 
Department of Sociology (1994-2002). Upon his retirement in 
2007, he was conferred the title of Emeritus Professor by the 
Department.

During his tenure as Associate Director of the Asia-Pacific 
Institute, Professor Lau spearheaded one of its pioneering 
research projects, titled “Social Indicators and Social 
Development of Hong Kong”. The project developed a tailored 
methodology for systematically collecting and analysing urban 
data to reveal the city’s underexplored social problems. This 
initiative yielded valuable insights for both the government 
and the public, setting a new benchmark for sociological 
research in Hong Kong. In a groundbreaking move, Professor 
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Lau led his team to conduct field surveys 
with residents in Kwun Tong. Building on this 
innovative momentum, his team later partnered 
with researchers from other universities to 
establish the only investigative team at the time 
that gathered time-series data directly from the 
community.

Professor Lau’s deep concern for Hong 
Kong society is rooted in the Chinese values 
of devotion to family and nation shared by 
traditional scholars. He once articulated this 
sense of duty, stating: 

“I recognise the responsibility and 
commitment that intellectuals bear 
toward their country, its people, and 
society. I firmly believe that intellectuals 
should serve society with the spirit of ‘to 
be the first to worry about the nation’s 
woes; and the last to rejoice upon its 
prosperity’, all while sharing ‘universal 
compassion for all beings’. After 
graduating from secondary school, I set 
aside my initial plan of studying Chinese 
language and history at university. 
Instead, I chose to major in sociology 
and economics. Through further 
reflection, I decided to dedicate my 
academic career to political sociology.” 
(Preface to Hong Kong’s Constitutional 
Reform)

This trajectory reveals that Professor Lau’s 
academic path was again driven by his 
profound sense of duty to the people, 
society and the nation. He identifies with 
Song Dynasty intellectuals such as Fan 
Zhongyan and Zhang Zai. Zhang’s famous 
dictum, “universal compassion for all beings”, 
embodies a spirit of care and empathy for 
humanity and all things. This very sentiment 
resonates deeply in Professor Lau’s academic 
works, including Hong Kong Politics During the 
Transition Period, The Practice of ‘One Country, 
Two Systems’ in Hong Kong, and The Political 
Mentality of Hong Kong People.

The Analects of Confucius states: “The 
gentleman perfects his way through learning.” 
Professor Lau is the embodiment of a 
gentleman. He majored in sociology, became 
a sociology teacher and contributed to Hong 
Kong society with his expertise. Before Hong 
Kong’s return to its motherland, Professor 
Lau had been playing an instrumental role 
in ensuring a stable transition by providing 
strategic counsel to the Chinese government, 
particularly in the design of the constitutional 
and electoral systems of the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region (HKSAR). 
From 1993 to 1997, he was appointed by the 
Chinese government as Hong Kong Affairs 
Advisor, and from 1993 to 1995 as a member 
of the Preliminary Working Committee for 
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the HKSAR. The Standing Committee of the 
National People’s Congress appointed him as 
a member of the Preparatory Committee for 
the HKSAR from 1996 to 1997.

Following Hong Kong’s return to China, 
Professor Lau remained actively engaged in the 
city’s governance and development, offering 
policy recommendations to both the Central 
Government and the HKSAR Government. His 
official appointments included serving as Head 
of the HKSAR Government’s Central Policy 
Unit (2002-2012) and as a member of the 
National Committee of the Chinese People’s 
Political Consultative Conference from 2003 to 
2018. From 2013 to 2023, he served as Vice-
President of the Chinese Association of Hong 
Kong and Macao Studies, and was named its 
Advisor in 2023.

Professor Lau has long been engrossed in 
Hong Kong affairs. In analysing local political 
phenomena, he consistently underscores 
the importance of focusing on Hong Kong’s 
uniqueness, rather than indiscriminate 
applications of Western theories. He 
maintains that a good grasp of Hong Kong’s 
democratic development must be anchored 
in a profound understanding of its distinctive 
context. To unravel the internal logic of Hong 
Kong’s political development, he argues, 
one must place Hong Kong in a long-term 

historical perspective and examine its position 
in the international landscape. The rapid 
transformations of the Chinese Mainland, the 
Central Government’s policy towards Hong 
Kong, the colonial experience and the dynamic 
shifts in the internal power structures of local 
society should all be taken into account. 
Consequently, Hong Kong’s democratisation, 
to Professor Lau, is neither a straightforward 
extension of Western theories nor a mere 
adoption of foreign models. Its complexity and 
singularity call for a localised analytical lens—
one capable of capturing the evolution of the 
city’s distinctive form of governance, which 
diverges from conventional paradigms to suit 
Hong Kong’s needs. It is from this foundational 
perspective that Professor Lau’s analytical 
approach to societal issues derives its clarity, 
depth and enduring relevance.

In recognition of his outstanding contributions 
to society, Professor Lau was appointed a 
Justice of the Peace as early as 1999. He has 
served the HKSAR Government and the Hong 
Kong people with unwavering dedication and 
outstanding eminence. As Head of the Central 
Policy Unit, he led critical policy research 
and public opinion analysis, offering strategic 
counsel directly to the Chief Executive, the 
Chief Secretary for Administration, and the 
Financial Secretary. For his exemplary public 
service, he was awarded the Gold Bauhinia 



The 96th Congregation18

Star in 2012. With a lifelong dedication to the 
study of sociology and political development, 
Professor Lau is widely regarded as an 
authoritative expert on Chinese Mainland and 
Hong Kong affairs and international politics. For 
years, he has actively advanced public policy 
research, while offering insights to strengthen 
the implementation of “One Country, Two 
Systems” and to drive Hong Kong’s long-
term prosperity and stability. Through his 
prolific publications and media commentary, 
Professor Lau has worked tirelessly to deepen 
public understanding of the policy positions of 
both the Central and HKSAR Governments. In 
recognition of these contributions, the HKSAR 
Government awarded him the Grand Bauhinia 
Medal in 2024.

Over the past decades, Professor Lau has 
been a prominent voice in the media, offering 
summaries and incisive analyses of the Central 
Government’s policies toward Hong Kong, the 
governance of the HKSAR, and the domestic 
and international landscapes facing Hong 
Kong. Through his thoughtful engagement, he 
has helped the people of Hong Kong better 
understand and navigate the changes and 
challenges. His life and work exemplify the 
Mencian ideal: “In obscurity a man makes 
perfect his own person, but in prominence he 
makes perfect the world as well.” By applying 
his sociological expertise in the service of 

the public good, Professor Lau demonstrates 
a profound commitment to the Confucian 
principle of “taking the world’s affairs as one’s 
personal duty”, extending his contributions to 
the broader community.

In recognition of Professor Lau’s exceptional 
contributions to society and the political 
system of Hong Kong, and to The Chinese 
University of Hong Kong, I respectfully invite 
Mr Chairman to confer upon Professor Lau the 
degree of Doctor of Social Science, honoris 
causa.
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Professor Sunney Xie Xiaoliang is a world-renowned 
biophysical chemist whose groundbreaking inventions 
have revolutionised in vitro fertilisation technologies and 
spared thousands of families in China from the suffering of 
single-gene hereditary diseases. A trailblazer in biophysical 
chemistry, Professor Xie’s name is inextricably linked to 
pioneering advances in single-molecule science. In his 
early career at Pacific Northwest National Laboratory in the 
United States, he boldly confronted what was then deemed 
an “impossible” challenge – achieving single-molecule 
spectroscopy at room temperature. Despite the formidable 
obstacles in scientific exploration, Professor Xie’s exceptional 
intuition and perseverance enabled him to overcome technical 
barriers and open new frontiers. His innovation, Coherent 
Raman Scattering Microscopy, is a technique that allows 
scientists to observe molecular dynamics within living cells in 
real time, without labelling or staining. This breakthrough reflects 
a more profound philosophy – the ultimate pursuit of science is 
rooted in an understanding of the very essence of life.

Professor Xie’s scientific pursuits have never been limited to 
the realm of experimental data. He holds a deep conviction 
that true breakthroughs must resonate with reality and touch 
lives. His leadership in the development of Multiple Annealing 
and Looping-Based Amplification Cycles (MALBAC) technique 
enables uniform amplification of single-cell genomes. With 
this innovation, Professor Xie helped rewrite the destinies of 
countless families. This revolutionary method not only laid 
the foundation for modern single-cell genomics but also 
enabled tens of thousands of couples worldwide to screen for 
single-gene hereditary diseases before embryo implantation, 
preventing the transmission of these diseases to newborns. 

Professor  
Sunney Xie Xiaoliang
Doctor of Science,  
honoris causa 
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Far more than a technical triumph, it represents 
a profound integration of science and humanity. 
Mencius said: “A gentleman is attached to 
his parents and is benevolent towards the 
people; he is benevolent towards the people 
and is sparing with living creatures.” Professor 
Xie’s research begins with compassion for 
the lives of individuals, extending the warmth 
of science from the family to the world. When 
the COVID-19 pandemic swept the globe, he 
applied high-throughput single-cell sequencing 
technology to accelerate antibody screening, 
making critical contributions to the international 
effort to fight the virus. Throughout his career, 
he has responded to the world’s needs with 
original research. 

Professor Xie’s extraordinary achievements 
have earned him profound respect across 
the global scientific community. He has been 
elected to three prestigious academies in 
the US: the National Academy of Sciences, 
the National Academy of Medicine, and the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences – an 
honour rarely attained by a Chinese scholar. 
Other honours he has received include the 
Ernest Orlando Lawrence Award from the 
US Department of Energy, as well as the 
Albany Medical Center Prize in Medicine and 
Biomedical Research. In 2023, he was elected to 
the Chinese Academy of Sciences and received 
the Zhongguancun Award for Outstanding 

Contributions. In 2024, he was honoured with 
the inaugural Tengchong Science Award. These 
honours not only affirm his individual brilliance 
but also reflect his unfaltering dedication to 
original scientific inquiry.

Professor Xie is widely recognised not only 
for his remarkable achievements at top 
international institutions but also for his 
decision in 2018 to return to China and assume 
a full-time position at Peking University. Born 
and raised in Beijing, Professor Xie spent 
three decades studying and researching in 
the US, where he rose to become a tenured 
professor at Harvard University, enjoying global 
academic prestige and access to abundant 
research resources. Yet he chose to return 
to his homeland and continue his pursuit 
of original scientific research with single-
minded determination. He once said, “After 
returning to China to work full-time, I want to 
create something new for the nation.” This 
simple statement carries profound weight. His 
return is not merely a personal choice but a 
mission to foster a culture of innovation and 
originality in the motherland. In 2020, Professor 
Xie was appointed Director of Changping 
Laboratory, steering a pioneering model of 
scientific institution designed to serve the 
nation’s needs. He inspires young scholars 
to approach science with profound patience 
and the courage to conquer challenges. His 
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philosophy is rooted in the Confucian ideal that 
“a benevolent gentleman establishes others 
in seeking to establish himself and promotes 
others in seeking to get there himself”. 
Rejecting hollow fame and staying grounded, 
his values embody the most admirable 
qualities in contemporary scientific research.

Professor Xie also brings insights into the 
broader scientific research ecosystem. He 
has candidly observed that the gap between 
China and the US no longer lies in equipment 
or funding, but in the academic environment. 
With unflinching honesty, he has criticised 
systemic issues, including monopolies held 
by vested interests, the pursuit of short-term 
gains, the overhyping of research results, and 
pervasive conflicts of interest. At Changping 
Laboratory, Professor Xie champions reform. 
He strategically channels resources toward 
promising young scholars and empowering 
them to shoulder key responsibilities. In doing 
so, he is not merely an institutional leader but 
also a guardian of academic values. Professor 
Xie believes that only a healthy research 
ecosystem can foster genuine originality. His 
vision beyond personal achievements and 
dedication to institutional reform reflect the 
qualities of a true scientific leader.

Professor Xie’s education philosophy has 
become the cornerstone for a new generation 

of researchers. Having served as Director of 
the Biomedical Pioneering Innovation Center 
and Head of the Faculty of Sciences at Peking 
University, he is now Director of Changping 
Laboratory, where he devotes his efforts to 
building an open, collaborative platform for 
cutting-edge research. Over the years, he 
has mentored numerous students, many 
of whom now hold prominent positions at 
more than 40 leading universities around the 
world. Professor Xie once recalled, as a child, 
participating in Professor Wang Xuan’s pioneer 
laser typesetting project in Chinese, manually 
inputting character moulds. Years later, 
witnessing the system in operation, he felt that 
his pride in taking part in this transformative 
innovation continued to motivate him. He now 
selflessly shares this sense of participation and 
mission with every student he teaches. 

Professor Xie’s scientific journey began with 
pure childhood curiosity. During turbulent 
times, his father returned from Jiangxi and 
crafted a simple spinning top for him. That 
modest toy ignited a lifelong passion for hands-
on creation. With his father’s toolbox, Professor 
Xie began building a steelyard balance, then 
progressed to model airplanes, loudspeakers, 
and even remote-control devices. The joy of 
making things with his own hands became the 
starting point of his scientific exploration. He 
always believes that true innovation stems from 
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a deep passion for solving problems, not from 
the pursuit of accolades. As the saying goes, 
“A journey of a thousand miles begins with 
a single step”. Every scientific breakthrough 
begins with a small spark. Only by staying true 
to one’s original purpose, holding firm to one’s 
beliefs, and persevering through challenges 
can one set out on the path to success.

Professor Xie’s remarkable ability to translate 
cutting-edge science into meaningful real-
world applications resonates deeply with 
The Chinese University of Hong Kong’s 
guiding vision of “excellence with purpose 
and responsibility”. Through his decades-
long dedication to research, Professor Xie has 
shown us that the highest realm of science lies 
not in technical complexity, but in compassion 
for humanity. The greatest achievement of a 
scholar is not the accumulation of accolades, 
but the relentless pursuit of truth and the 
nurturing of future generations. He is a model 
of an intellectual, a beacon of our times. 

In recognition of Professor Sunney Xie 
Xiaoliang’s extraordinary contributions to 
scientific research and his enduring influence 
on academia, I respectfully request that the 
Chairman confer upon Professor Sunney Xie 
Xiaoliang the degree of Doctor of Science, 
honoris causa.




