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Strokes of Wonder: Figure Painting by Ren Bonian from the National Art Museum of China
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Portrait of Ren Bonian
Xu Beihong

Oil on Canvas
51 x 39 cm
1928

Collection of Xu Bethong Memorial Museum
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Portrait of Ren Fuchang

Hanging scroll; ink and color on paper
117 X 31.5 cm
Wuchen (1868)

Artist’s Signature and Inscription

Drawn at the request of uncle Fuchang. Y1, in Sughou
with uncle Fuchang in winter, lunar October 1868
(Wnchen Year).

Inscription

Wearing a Buddhist robe and one hand waving a fly
swatter made of palm leaves, the subject sits in silence
on neatly laid leaves, hatless, eyes closed, in a state of
Zen contemplation and complacency. The painting was
drawn when the 12t lunar month of a year was to
come. It is a great honor for me to have it now. In
mid-spring, 1896 (Bingshen Year, the 227d year of
Guangxn Reign), I am fortunate to obtain Portrait of Ren
Fuchang, which was drawn by Bonzan in the winter of
1868 (Wuchen Year). When the painting was drawn,
Fuchang was 34 years old. He became blind during the




next 20 years, and died of illness in lunar July 1893
(Guisi Year). With his son Yang'an dead in the winter of
the same year, all his calligraphy and paintings were
lost, to the art’s eternal regret. Written by Shimen
Shengyu, (alias of) Lz Jiafn.

Connoisseur-collector’s Seal
Seal of portraits throughout history collected by
Cheng Shifa (engraved in intaglio)
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Reading the Book at the Pond Side (Leaf 10,
Figure Painting Album, w/12 works)

Ink and color on paper
15.3 X 19 cm

Artist’s Signature and Inscription
Drawn by Shanyin Ren Yi, (alias)
Bonian in the style of Xinluo Shanren
(alias of Hua Yan).

Artist’s Seal
Shanyin Ren Yi (engraved in intaglio)
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Worshipping Buddha

Hanging scroll; ink and color on paper
104 X 32 ¢cm
Renshen (1872)

Artist’s Signature and Inscription

Painted by Bonian Ren Yi in Shanghai in the mid-winter
of 1872
(Renshen Year, Tongzhi Reign).

Artist’s Seal
Ren Bonian (engraved in relief); Seal and Mark of
Credence of Ren Y7 (engraved in relief)

Connoisseur-collector’s Seal

Seal of Qian Jingtang for authentication of Ren Bonian’s
Painting (engraved in

relief)
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Images in high resolution are available from the link below:
https://goo.gl/WkQr4K
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