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For Blessings and Guidance: the Qianlong Emperor’s Design for State Sacrificial Vessels
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White glazed Xing vessel
Porcelain

Qianlong mark (1736-1795) under both cover and base
Height: 26.9cm; Diameter: 16.3cm

Gifts of Mr Anthony K W Cheung

18R7.1

2000.0177b

This moulded white glazed vessel comprises a cover on
a raised bowl. The hemispherical cover features three
leaflike flanges surrounding a plant scroll medallion,
above a lattice of swastika motifs, a band of key
meander and a plant scroll around the rim. The deep
body is decorated with bands of scrolls and hexagons
and a pair of dragonhead looping handles. The vessel
is supported on three leaf-shaped legs, matching the
flanges on the cover. Vessels of this type and colour
were displayed in pairs close to the spirit tablet on
offering tables at the Temple to Jupiter. They
contained offerings of a thick meat soup.
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Lacquer rectangular vessel and cover, Fu
Gilt lacquer

Qianlong marks (1736-1795) under the base
Height: 23.5cm; Overall size: 26.3 x 20.4cm
Gift of Dr Iain Clark

2017.0120

This rectangular vessel has a cover over a containet.
The cover has an undulating flange raking inward to
meet the sloping walls of the cover. Both ends have a
vertical loop handle. The lower part reflects the shape
of the cover, with heavy looping handles springing
from the mouth of a beast at each end. The four walls
of the pedestal base have an arched opening. The gilt
lacquer vessel is decorated with archaic designs of
dragons among clouds and dragons. Vessels of this
type were displayed in pairs on the right side of
offering tables at the Temple to Imperial Ancestors.
They contained cereal offerings of millet, rice or
sorghum.
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Blue silk dragon robe, Jifu
Qianlong (1736-1795)

Silk embroidered with gold and silver threads
Length: 144.5cm

Loan from the Huaihaitang Collection
18R12.4

This imperial robe is embroidered with nine dragons
and twelve symbols of authority. Representations of
the sun, moon, stars and mountains surround the neck;
a fu character, axe, dragon and phoenix surround the
body; and temple cups, grass, grain and fire ride the
waves at the hem. Blue robes of this design lined in
yellow silk were worn by the emperor during formal
summertime ceremonies offering sacrifices for rain and
good harvests at the Altar to Heaven.
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