Y EE | RERH RS RS
History of Gold: Masterpieces from Shaanxi
FEEEE 5 Exhibit Highlights

1.

BREKIN O R TR AR B
BRG]

R 35.2 ~ R 12.8 EoK
1992 FF#ERPIT 2 SEET L

BT 5 PO E TG 8 7 P BIP AL » (LA S SIS B eSS - BT o
RELITSULAORMAEY) - (8 T8 13 - SIER AT 50 - RS RA—BA T8
TSNS - A8 ~ SIS/ E ST | S8 kS RETE - 9 7 SR SIE
EIRLTE (VRS - THESHA IS B e OSBRI - S SIPTR B ATA T AR
TV -

Iron Sword with Gold Hilt Decorated with Panhui Patterns and Turquoises
Late Spring-and-Autumn period, 600-500 BC

Total length 35.2 cm, length of the handle 12.8 cm

Unearthed from tomb no. 2 in Yimen village, Baoji in 1992

Short swords (or daggers) with straight blades convenient for close combat were popular in
northwest China, yet the snakelike patterns known as panhui on the hilt of this object are a
design of the Central Plain, and therefore it is a product of the exchanges between the two
cultures. The hilt was probably cast with two pieces of a mold made from the same original
model, as patterns on both sides of the hilt are identical. Both the sword’s pommel and hand
guard are symmetrical, and the panhui patterns and beaded patterns are repetitive, reflecting
the unit-based characteristic of patterns on Eastern Zhou cast objects. There are traces of
shrinking caused during casting in the areas where the turquoises have come off, suggesting

a large amount of polishing of the surface after casting.
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Gold and Silver Inlaid Coupling

Qin dynasty, 221-206 BC

Length 13.95 cm, diameter 2.6-2.7 cm

Unearthed from the pit of bronze chariots and horses of the Mausoleum of the First Qin
Emperor in Lingtong district,

Xi’an in 1980

From the Western Zhou period onward, a canopy was added over a chariot. For different
rituals and occasions, the canopy had to be taken off, and was therefore not fixed to the
chariot. The pole used to support the canopy was often made of several sections, connected
with bronze couplings. Some believe this approach made it easier to dismantle the canopy.
From the Warring States period to the Han dynasty, the coupling was given great attention
and usually decorated with an intricate design.
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Gold Dress Accessories with Precious Stone Inlays

Tang dynasty, 618-907

Various dimensions, height 77 cm

Unearthed from the tomb of Li Chui in the southern suburb of Xi’an in 2002

The owner of these dress accessories, Li Chui (712-736), is the great-great-granddaughter of
Li Yuan, founder of the Tang dynasty. She died of illness at the age of twenty-five. The
carved picture might illustrate how these accessories were worn. Descriptions of gorgeous
dresses embellished with precious stones can be found in Tang literature. For example, Li
He’s poem Eryue —H (February) has a couplet describing the style: “High buns adorned
with gold hairpins are like piles of clouds at dusk, pearl dresses make the sound of the wind
with the dance”, or in Yuan Zhen's Mengyou chun 2:j#& (Spring Outing in a Dream) as a
“soft-hemmed gold-encrusted jewelry dress”.

These objects exemplify the highest achievement of jewelry-making techniques in the Tang
dynasty. Precious stones inlaid on the frames made with gold strips (the so-called Jinkuang
Baodian in Chinese) often come up with granulation, as mentioned in Wen Tingyun’s Guiguo
yao §FEEE (Ballad of Returning to China), where “Inlays shine the gold grains, and vice
versa.” There are spiral patterns on some thin wires, suggesting they were made with the
twisting technique. Gold granules are more than just decorations. They are often piled
around the edges of openwork design, probably helping to fasten the design.
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Gilt Silver Case in the Shape of a Tortoise

Tang dynasty, 618-907

Height 13 cm, length 28.3 cm, width 15 cm, weight 820.5 g

Unearthed from the back chamber of the underground palace of Famensi pagoda in Fufeng

county in 1987

This object is an offering made by Emperor Xizong and is simply referred to as the “tortoise”
in Yiwuzhang (the inventory) . Some believe it is a container for tea powders. However, the
hole at the mouth of the tortoise suggests it is probably an incense burner. The image of
smoke coming out of the mouth of a tortoise is found on a incense burner also unearthed
from Famensi. In 1990, a tortoise case was found among the Tang-dynasty silver hoard in
Fanzhi county, Shanxi province, which probably has a similar function. The body of the

tortoise is hammered and connected to the head and tail by welding.
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Gilt Silver Sachet with Flower and Bird Patterns

Tang dynasty, 618-907

Length of the chain 17.7 cm,

diameter of the mouth 5.8 cm, weight 92.2 g

Unearthed from the back chamber of the underground palace of Famensi pagoda in Fufeng

county in 1987

This is an offering made by Emperor Xizong and referred to as a “sachet” in Yiwuzhang (the
inventory) . There is a system of Cardan’s suspension set up in the sachet, keeping the
perfume holder constantly horizontal and preventing the powder from spilling when the
sachet moves with the wearer. The chain is made of open-ended rings linked together. This
kind of sachet was first documented in Xijing zaji PHEFESC (Miscellaneous Records of the
Western Capital), written between the Han and Jin dynasty. Later, a type of perfume ball
used in the court is mentioned in Songshi, [inshi, and Yuanshi, which is likely something
similar to this sachet. These are still mentioned during the Ming dynasty, such as in Tian
Yiheng’'s Liuging rizha ¥53& H AL (Liuging’'s Daily Jottings). Existing objects are mostly
archaeological findings dated to the Tang dynasty.




