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Enduring Presence: The Art of Professor Jao Tsung-i in the Collection of the Department of Fine Arts and Art Museum, CUHK
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Colophon to Prajiiaparamita Stitra Datable to the Tang Dynasty
Dated 1985
254 x 32 cm

The Sutra

Handscroll, ink on paper

25.4 x 680 cm

Collection of Art Museum, CUHK
Acc. no. 2000.0072

Gift of Bei Shan Tang

Previously in the collection of the Bei Shan Tang, the sutra carries

an inscription by Chang Dai-chien (1899-1983) that suggests a

dating to the late Tang. The dating is disputed by Professor Jao in
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this colophon based on the text, the occurrence of variant
characters and the use of a tabooed character. Again, it is a
testimony to the calligrapher’s friendship with Dr Lee Jung-sen
(1915-2007).
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Copy of Huang Tingjian’s Scent of Flowers Wafting
Dated 1982

Hanging scroll, ink on paper

136 x 69 cm

Collection of Department of Fine Arts, CUHK

Acc. no. A42

Emanating a restrained flowing grace, the original calligraphy
represents a small-size gem in cursive script from Huang Tingjian's
(1045-1105) late years and is currently housed in the National
Palace Museum, Taipei. A copy on an enlarged scale, the present
specimen is varied in composition and unconstrained in execution.

o ®

-
P
¢
e

L

b

v

——
- B¢
p il

-

=

-

L
.

e

M

LN

4
*

Tt

,,m%* (Q )\%‘

P

Hye T

o
)"

e

.
RS~




3.

TRAESH

1989 4

TK SR SR T

% 1285 x31 ik
TP SURES YR
BEEG4RSE ¢ 2004.0351
FEAHREH T

BERERI AT - Rl REE S At R AR -

Five-character Couplet in Regular-running Script
Dated 1989

Pair of hanging scrolls, ink on gold-flecked paper
128.5 x 31 cm each

Collection of Art Museum, CUHK

Acc. no. 2004.0351

Gift of Prof. To Cho-yee

Graceful and elegant, the couplet was a gift to Professor To
Cho-yee, the founding dean of the Faculty of Education, The
Chinese University of Hong Kong.
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Grapes

Dated ca. 1985-1986

Hanging scroll, ink and colour on paper
138.5 x 34.5 cm

Collection of Art Museum, CUHK

Acc. no. 1986.0035

Gift of Prof. Jao Tsung-i

Expressive and unimpeded, this specimen in ink and colour was
painted after the style of the Ming painter Xu Wei (1521-1593). The
poem on grapes in the inscription was composed by the late Song

and early Yuan painter Wen Riguan (?-1291).
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Script Stretching to the Horizon

Dated 1996

Horizontal scroll, ink and colour on paper
61.6 x 559.4 cm

Collection of Art Museum, CUHK

Acc. no. 2016.0075

Portrayed in light ocher and refined brushwork, the riverscape
scroll unfolds a tranquil and magnificent vista of rocky banks in the
foreground, with dwellings nestling in the woods overlooked by
rolling hills in the background. Stylistically, it immediately invites
comparison with Huang Gongwang (1269-1354), Ni Zan
(1301-1374) and Monk Hongren (1610-1664) and culminates in a
masterpiece that best illustrates how the past is tapped for the sake

of originality.
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On Calligraphy with Rhymes Matching Song of the Blue Heaven
in Running-cursive Script (detail)

Dated 1998

Handscroll, ink on paper

46 x 1778.5 cm

Collection of Art Museum, CUHK

Acc. no. 2001.0663

Gift of Bei Shan Tang

Song of the Blue Heaven (Qingtian ge) was composed by the Daoist
Quanzhen adept Qiu Chuji (1148-1227) active in the late Song and
early Yuan. A calligraphy of the text, signed by Xu Wei (1512-1593),
was excavated from the Qing tomb of Cao Cheng (18th century) in




Wuxian, Jiangsu, in 1966. Professor Jao loved it so much that he
adopted the same prosodic structure for his observations on ink
application, brush methods, composition and rhythm in
calligraphy with a comparison of writing calligraphy to playing the
gin-zither. The treatise has been made the text of many of his
calligraphic works and this particular confident and sophisticated
specimen was written upon his return to Hong Kong after viewing

the original masterpiece in Suzhou in 1998.




