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Global Studies at CUHK: A new 4-year Social Science Programme
(JUPAS Code: JS4892)

The Faculty of Social Science will launch a 4-year programme in Global Studies in
2016.

Global needs for global studies

Since the turn of the century, societies today are undergoing drastic social,
informational and technological changes. Globalization has transformed the nature,
reach, speed and loci of human influence.

Globalization, broadly defined as a process of interaction and integration among the
peoples, companies, and governments of different nations, challenges academic
institutions to develop new forms of scholarship that confer understanding of the
complexity of emergent global issues, as well as new methods for understanding
complex systems and their interactions.

Today, Global Studies is taught in interdisciplinary programmes at Yale, Washington
University, University of Pennsylvania, UC-Berkeley, University of Michigan,
University of Southern California, as well as the US Air Force Academy.

Nurturing global talents

Positioned as a quality undergraduate programme in Asia, the Global Studies
programme at CUHK seeks to nurture future global leaders.

Globalization has increased the mobility of global talents and the degree of
integration of national markets and cultures. There are rising demands for (1) global
leadership to enhance global competitiveness in international business, (2) skills in
managing culturally diverse work teams, (3) diplomacy to negotiate international
relations and geopolitics, (4) strategies to nurture global citizenship and manage
parochialism and its attendant symptoms (e.g., super-nationalism, terrorism), and (5)
effective responses to global environmental and health challenges (e.g., pollution,
HIV, SARS). The Global Studies programme at CUHK will meet the challenge to
create and build up human capital for Hong Kong’s resilient and sustainable growth in
global contexts.

Design and Pedagogy

Global studies is oriented around the study of diverse fields of activities related to
globalization, including the rise of multinational firms as new economic and political
entities, cross-border movements and consumption of goods and services, global
communications and migration.

As a premium undergraduate programme, our Global Studies programme aims at
nurturing future global leaders, with a sharp focus on cultivating a global mindset,
which includes the components of global consciousness and the ability to think
globally and act locally. In addition, the programme will strengthen students’
multilingual and multicultural competencies, skills in managing global talents and
international relations, readiness to engage in multilevel, multilateral thinking, and the



capability to apply knowledge from diverse academic disciplines to solve complex
global problems.

There are five concentration areas in the programme: (1) Global Media; (2) Cultures
and Societies; (3) World Politics; (4) Sustainability and Environment; and (5) Global
Economy.

The programme contains the following components: (1) faculty package; (2) required
courses (including resident study overseas and foreign language courses); (3) two
concentration areas from 5 options; (4) elective courses; and (5) internship. To engage
students in knowledge creation and to integrate education with research, we will
involve students in supervised multidisciplinary global studies-related research
projects.

Possible placements of graduates

Possible placements of graduates include multinational corporations, particularly
those in the areas of diversity management and international business; government
and NGOs; global organizations (e.g., WHO, World Bank, UN); education
institutions, particularly those in the domain of multicultural education; graduate
studies in premium Global Studies and International Relations Programmes.

Admissions

The programme has an intake quota of 20. Successful candidates must meet the
minimum admission requirements of the Chinese University of Hong Kong.

Our strengths

The Global Studies at CUHK has several noteworthy strengths: (1) The design of the
programme builds on the Faculty of Social Science’s experiences in Global Studies
education and receives inspirations from successful global studies programmes in
leading universities. (2) Many CUHK faculties are actively involved in globalization
research, and are well known for their thought leadership in the social and cultural
effects of globalization; global and local identities; migration; intergroup conflicts;
cultural competencies; and management of global talents. The programme builds on
the existing research strengths in CUHK, particularly those in the Faculty of Social
Science. (3) We will create a truly international programme by recruiting a good mix
of outstanding international faculties and students. (4) The programme promotes
interdisciplinarity, multilingualism, and multicultural competence. (5) It integrates
teaching with research and practical experiences.



