
 
 
PISA 2009 in Hong Kong Result Release – Figures and tables accompanying press release article 
 
Figure 1-8 and App 1-2 for Reporters 
 
 
Figure 1 Comparison of Hong Kong Students' Performance in Reading, Mathematics and Science in 
PISA 2000+, PISA 2003, PISA 2006 and PISA 2009 

  Reading   Mathematics   Science 
Year Mean S.E.   Mean S.E.   Mean S.E. 

2000+ 525 2.9  560 3.3  541 3.0 
2003 510 3.7  550 4.5  539 4.3 
2006 536 2.4  547 2.7  542 2.5 
2009 533** 2.1   555* 2.7   549** 2.8 

* indicates significant difference in mathematics performance between 2009 vs. 2006. 
** indicates significant differences in reading and science performance between 2009 vs. 2003 and 2009 vs. 
2000+. 
 
 
Figure 2  Student variance within school and between schools 
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2000 7050 3357 3646 

2009 7058 3143 4360 

Diff 8 -214 714 
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Figure 3 Relationship between Student Performance in Reading and ESCS in 
Twelve Countries/Regions 

 

Hong Kong 
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Figure 4 Gender Differences in Reading, Mathematical and Scientific Literacy in 
PISA 2000+, PISA 2003, PISA 2006, and PISA 2009  

 

    Females Perform Better                  Males Perform Better 
* Note: Values that are statistically significant are indicated by an asterisk *. 
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Figure 5 PISA 2009 Literacy Performance of Hong Kong Students by Immigration Status  

 
 

 
 

Figure 6  Improvement in Students’ Reading Engagement 
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 For me, reading is a waste of time. 

 I cannot sit still and read for more than a few minutes. 

 I find it hard to finish books. 

 I read only to get information that I need. 

 I read only if I have to. 

 I like to exchange books with my friends 

 I feel happy if I receive a book as a present. 

 I like to express my opinons about books I have read 

 I like talking about books with other peoples. 

 I enjoygoing to a bookstore or a library. 

 Reading is one of my favourite hobbies. 

Percentage agree

PISA2000+ PISA2009
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Figure 7 Relationship between Students’ Reading Engagement and Their Reading Performance 

 
 
 

 
 

Figure 8 Relationship between Family Involvement and Students’ Reading Literacy Performance 
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Appendix 1 Performance of 15-Year-Old Students in Reading, Mathematical, and Scientific Literacy in 
PISA 2009 

Reading Mathematics Science 
Countries / Regions Mean SE Countries / Regions Mean SE Countries / Regions Mean SE 
 Shanghai-China  556 (2.4)  Shanghai-China  600 (2.8)  Shanghai-China  575 (2.3) 
 Korea  539 (3.5)  Singapore  562 (1.4)  Finland  554 (2.3) 
 Finland  536 (2.3)  Hong Kong-China  555 (2.7)  Hong Kong-China  549 (2.8) 
 Hong Kong-China  533 (2.1)  Korea  546 (4.0)  Singapore  542 (1.4) 
 Singapore  526 (1.1)  Chinese Taipei  543 (3.4)  Japan  539 (3.4) 
 Canada  524 (1.5)  Finland  541 (2.2)  Korea  538 (3.4) 
 New Zealand  521 (2.4)  Liechtenstein  536 (4.1)  New Zealand  532 (2.6) 
 Japan  520 (3.5)  Switzerland  534 (3.3)  Canada  529 (1.6) 
 Australia  515 (2.3)  Japan  529 (3.3)  Estonia  528 (2.7) 
 Netherlands  508 (5.1)  Canada  527 (1.6)  Australia  527 (2.5) 
 Belgium  506 (2.3)  Netherlands  526 (4.7)  Netherlands  522 (5.4) 
 Norway  503 (2.6)  Macao-China  525 (0.9)  Chinese Taipei  520 (2.6) 
 Estonia  501 (2.6)  New Zealand  519 (2.3)  Germany  520 (2.8) 
 Switzerland  501 (2.4)  Belgium  515 (2.3)  Liechtenstein  520 (3.4) 
 Poland  500 (2.6)  Australia  514 (2.5)  Switzerland  517 (2.8) 
 Iceland  500 (1.4)  Germany  513 (2.9)  United Kingdom  514 (2.5) 
 United States  500 (3.7)  Estonia  512 (2.6)  Slovenia  512 (1.1) 
 Liechtenstein  499 (2.8)  Iceland  507 (1.4)  Macao-China  511 (1.0) 
 Sweden  497 (2.9)  Denmark  503 (2.6)  Poland  508 (2.4) 
 Germany  497 (2.7)  Slovenia  501 (1.2)  Ireland  508 (3.3) 
 Ireland  496 (3.0)  Norway  498 (2.4)  Belgium  507 (2.5) 
 France  496 (3.4)  France  497 (3.1)  Hungary  503 (3.1) 
 Chinese Taipei  495 (2.6)  Slovak Republic  497 (3.1)  United States  502 (3.6) 
 Denmark  495 (2.1)  Austria  496 (2.7)  Czech Republic  500 (3.0) 
 United Kingdom  494 (2.3)  Poland  495 (2.8)  Norway  500 (2.6) 
 Hungary  494 (3.2)  Sweden  494 (2.9)  Denmark  499 (2.5) 
 Portugal  489 (3.1)  Czech Republic  493 (2.8)  France  498 (3.6) 
 Macao-China  487 (0.9)  United Kingdom  492 (2.4)  Iceland  496 (1.4) 
 Italy  486 (1.6)  Hungary  490 (3.5)  Sweden  495 (2.7) 
 Latvia  484 (3.0)  Luxembourg  489 (1.2)  Austria  494 (3.2) 
 Slovenia  483 (1.0)  United States  487 (3.6)  Latvia  494 (3.1) 
 Greece  483 (4.3)  Ireland  487 (2.5)  Portugal  493 (2.9) 
 Spain  481 (2.0)  Portugal  487 (2.9)  Lithuania  491 (2.9) 
 Czech Republic  478 (2.9)  Spain  483 (2.1)  Slovak Republic  490 (3.0) 
 Slovak Republic  477 (2.5)  Italy  483 (1.9)  Italy  489 (1.8) 
 Croatia  476 (2.9)  Latvia  482 (3.1)  Spain  488 (2.1) 
 Israel  474 (3.6)  Lithuania  477 (2.6)  Croatia  486 (2.8) 
 Luxembourg  472 (1.3)  Russian Federation  468 (3.3)  Luxembourg  484 (1.2) 
 Austria  470 (2.9)  Greece  466 (3.9)  Russian Federation  478 (3.3) 
 Lithuania  468 (2.4)  Croatia  460 (3.1)  Greece  470 (4.0) 
 Turkey  464 (3.5)  Dubai (UAE)  453 (1.1)  Dubai (UAE)  466 (1.2) 
 Dubai (UAE)  459 (1.1)  Israel  447 (3.3)  Israel  455 (3.1) 
 Russian Federation  459 (3.3)  Turkey  445 (4.4)  Turkey  454 (3.6) 
 Chile  449 (3.1)  Serbia  442 (2.9)  Chile  447 (2.9) 
 Serbia  442 (2.4)  Azerbaijan  431 (2.8)  Serbia  443 (2.4) 
 Bulgaria  429 (6.7)  Bulgaria  428 (5.9)  Bulgaria  439 (5.9) 
 Uruguay  426 (2.6)  Romania  427 (3.4)  Romania  428 (3.4) 
 Mexico  425 (2.0)  Uruguay  427 (2.6)  Uruguay  427 (2.6) 
 Romania  424 (4.1)  Chile  421 (3.1)  Thailand  425 (3.0) 
 Thailand  421 (2.6)  Thailand  419 (3.2)  Mexico  416 (1.8) 
 Trinidad and Tobago  416 (1.2)  Mexico  419 (1.8)  Jordan  415 (3.5) 
 Colombia  413 (3.7)  Trinidad and Tobago  414 (1.3)  Trinidad and Tobago  410 (1.2) 
 Brazil  412 (2.7)  Kazakhstan  405 (3.0)  Brazil  405 (2.4) 
 Montenegro  408 (1.7)  Montenegro  403 (2.0)  Colombia  402 (3.6) 
 Jordan  405 (3.3)  Argentina  388 (4.1)  Montenegro  401 (2.0) 
 Tunisia  404 (2.9)  Jordan  387 (3.7)  Argentina  401 (4.6) 
 Indonesia  402 (3.7)  Brazil  386 (2.4)  Tunisia  401 (2.7) 
 Argentina  398 (4.6)  Colombia  381 (3.2)  Kazakhstan  400 (3.1) 
 Kazakhstan  390 (3.1)  Albania  377 (4.0)  Albania  391 (3.9) 
 Albania  385 (4.0)  Tunisia  371 (3.0)  Indonesia  383 (3.8) 
 Qatar  372 (0.8)  Indonesia  371 (3.7)  Qatar  379 (0.9) 
 Panama  371 (6.5)  Qatar  368 (0.7)  Panama  376 (5.7) 
 Peru  370 (4.0)  Peru  365 (4.0)  Azerbaijan  373 (3.1) 
 Azerbaijan  362 (3.3)  Panama  360 (5.2)  Peru  369 (3.5) 
 Kyrgyzstan  314 (3.2)  Kyrgyzstan  331 (2.9)  Kyrgyzstan  330 (2.9) 
 OECD average  493 (0.5)  OECD average  496 (0.5)  OECD average  501 (0.5) 

Note: Shaded area indicates scores significantly different from those of Hong Kong.  
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Appendix 2 Performance in Reading and the Impact of Socio-economic Background 
Average performance of countries on the PISA reading scale and the relationship between performance and the index of economic, social and cultural status 
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