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Heralds of Spring: Celebrating the Year of the Rooster
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Gao Jianfu (1879-1951)

Cocks, Peonies and Rock

1902

Hanging scroll, ink and colour on paper

Gift of Mr. Ho lu-kwong, Mr. Fok Bo-choi, Mr. Li De and others
1973.0863
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Peonies, cocks and stones are traditional elements in Chinese paintings. The first two carry messages
of good luck and wealth. This painting, from 1902, was made during the years when Gao Jianfu took
Wu Deyi (1864-1928), his fellow student, to be his teacher, studying Wu’s rich collection of ancient | |
paintings and calligraphy. As noted in the inscription, the painting was finished at Wu’s Jingxiang "

Pavilion, showing Gao’s achievement during the short period of his study under Wu.
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Pouring vessel in the shape of mandarin ducks
Ming, Hongzhi

Gift of Mr. T. Y. Chao

1975.0027
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This vessel takes the form of two side-by-side, conjoined mandarin ducks. The body has two holes. A
bigger one, on the back, is for filling. The second, smaller hole is inside the beak of one of the ducks
and is used for pouring. The flat base is unglazed. During the Ming period, pouring vessels in the
shape of mandarin ducks were popular, especially for overseas markets. Similar wares were found at
the shipwrecks at Lena Shoal in the Philippines.
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Two pairs of cups with chicken design
Daging Yongzheng nian zhi mark
Qing, Yongzheng

Bequest of Mr. Ho Paak

1988.0087
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The most renowned cups with chicken designs in doucai are those of the Chenghua era (1465-1487)
of the Ming dynasty. It was recorded that during the Wanli reign, the value of a single pair was one
hundred thousand cash. As expected, many imitations appeared in the Kangxi, Yongzheng, and
Qianlong periods of the Qing dynasty. The two pairs presented here are examples of these
imitations, on which the corresponding reign mark has been affixed. The design, size and colour are
very close to the Chenghua prototypes, but the black, seen in the tail of the cock, is an additional
hue not found in the originals.
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Phoenix zun (wine vessel)
Chen Mingyuan mark

Yixing ware, Jiangsu province
Early 20th century

Gift of Bei Shan Tang
1995.0269
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Shaped like a phoenix carrying a zun vessel on its back, this vessel is of a type commonly called tianji

II’

hu or “celestial fowl vessel” in Yixing literature. It takes its shape from the archaistic bronze
prototypes made during the Ming dynasty. It is stamped with the square seal Chen Mingyuan in
raised seal script. Cobalt was added to the greyish pearskin clay, causing bubbles during firing. Dark

specks of iron also appear on the clay.
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Pair of famille-rose bowls decorated with magpies and prunus on a yellow-glaze ground
Yongging changchun mark

Jingdezhen ware, Jiangxi province

Qing, Tongzhi

Gift of Mr. Anthony K.W. Cheung

1996.0543
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During the Ming and Qing dynasties, production of imperial wares was strictly under the control of
the government. By sending paper drafts with detailed shapes and patterns for potters to copy, the
emperors secured wares from the official kilns in Jingdezhen that exactly met their expectations. This
pair of famille-rose bowls is a good example. The draft of their design is in the collection of the
Palace Museum, Beijing. As recorded in imperial documents, porcelain wares decorated with
magpies and prunus on a yellow-glaze ground were produced in huge numbers for the wedding of

the Tongzhi emperor. The marks were written in red, as shown on this pair of bowls.
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Group of belt ornaments with chunshui motif
White jade
Jin

Mengdiexuan Collection
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This group of belt ornaments shows a tense moment of a small falcon hunting a swan amid lotus
flowers and leaves. The motif is known as chunshui (spring water) in historical texts and represents
the spring hunt, which can be traced back to the hunting trips that the Khitan (a nomadic people in
north China) made each season. Seasonal hunts are important events in the calendar of the Khitan in
the Liao dynasty and the Jurchens in the Jin dynasty. The emperor himself would preside at the hunt,
and all the officials in attendance were required to wear robes decorated with pictorial
representations of the hunt and other regalia appropriate to the occasion. As recorded in Jinshi (The
history of Jin), belts were also decorated with hunting motifs made from different materials, among

which the jade carvings like this group are the most cherished.




